
Benjamin Broadcast 

Dear Benjamin Families, 

We hope your family had a won-
derful time together when the 
children were off for spring 
break last week!  The students 
and staff are back and hard at 
work.  We look forward to a pro-
ductive and great last two 
months of school! 

IAR State Testing, formerly 
called PARCC, is currently taking 
place for all 3rd-5th graders dur-

ing the month of April.  The test 
has a very similar format and ques-
tion style to PARCC.  Teachers have 
sent home testing schedules.  
Please try to schedule appoint-
ments and absences around class-
room testing times.  Thank you for 
your help with this. 

Have a great month! 

Please contact our office at (309)

557-4410 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Marlys Bennington-

benninmm@unit5.org 

Principal 
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Wednesdays are 

designated as Spirit 

Wear Days.  Students & 

staff may wear 

Benjamin Bear clothing 

or orange & black. 

Benjamin Talent Show Forms Available in the Lobby 

Audition Forms Due: Monday, April 15th to Mrs. Aper by 2:30 pm (no late forms accept-

ed!) Please put your form in the basket outside Mrs. Aper’s classroom door. DO NOT 

give it to your teacher to turn in. Make sure your first and last name and room code are 

listed. Write very neatly.  

Auditions: Week of April 22nd-26th during the lunch/recess hour 

 You will audition for a group of teachers, who will decide if your act is rehearsed, appro-

priate, and entertaining. If your act requires music, you must bring it on a cd or digital 

format (If digital, bring some kind of phone or player.) There will be a Bluetooth speaker 

for your use. (You will receive your audition time by Friday, April 19th.)  

Talent Show: Friday, May 24th, 2019 at 8:30 am- K, 2nd, 4th 1:00 pm-1st, 3rd, 5th  

 
Casual Pictures ~ Thursday, April 11th 

Casual pictures will be taken on the morning of Thursday, April 11th.  

Life Touch Photography will again be taking the photos.  Informa-

tional flyers were sent home earlier this week.  If you did not receive a flyer, 

please contact our office at (309)557-4410.  If you are interested in ordering 

pictures, please follow the directions on the form. 

If your child is arriving late to school for any reason on 

Thursday, they could potentially miss the photographers. 



 

 Moving? 

If you know you are 

moving, and your child  

will not be attending 

Benjamin for the 2019-

20 school year, please 

contact our office at 

(309)557-4410 or email 

Mrs. Bennington at 

benninmm@unit5.org. 
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Save the Date! 

 May 24th - 8:30am & 1:00pm Talent Show (Notice 

Date Change Since Last Day of School Has Moved) 

May 22nd - 12:50pm        5th Grade Recognition 

May 31st - 10:45am       Dismissal - Last Day of School 

As the weather warms up and the flowers begin to bloom, allergies can be on the rise. If your child has 

asthma, now is a great time to bring in those inhalers and asthma action plans. Sneezing, coughing, and 

watery eyes, are all symptoms of allergies. If your child is having allergy symptoms, the child may be giv-

en over the counter allergy medication such as Allegra, Clairitin, Zyrtec. Benadryl is great for night time 

allergies only as it may cause drowsiness during the day. If your child will need medication, please make 

sure you bring in the Unit 5 medication form signed by the doctor for all prescription or over the counter 

medication. As the weather warms up please remember to pack your child a light jacket as we will be go-

ing outside for recess. While children are expected to stay out of the mud during recess, we sometimes 

have a student who has an occasional accident.  If your child is a mud lover you may want to pack extra 

clothes to prevent a call to bring in new clothes to help. Please contact me with any questions. Happy 

Spring! 

Karen Reichard BSN, RN 

School Nurse 

Nurse’s Notes ~ Mrs. Reichard 
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Vocal Music Concerts & Chorus 2018-19 

for all your support. 
 
Respectfully, 

Jo Myers & Todd 
Delveaux 

 

 

 

that fits all of our students 
and has good acoustics.  

Below are our performance 
dates for the upcoming 
school year:  

Tuesday, April 30  

5:00pm ~ Kindergarten  

6:00pm ~ 1st Grade  

We are very fortunate to be 
able to use the auditorium 
at Normal Community 
High School (3900 East 
Raab Rd. in Normal) for 
our concerts. Their space 
provides the ease of park-
ing, comfortable seating 
where everyone can see 
their children, and a stage 

700pm ~ Chorus  

 

 

Page 3  Be n ja m in  Bro a dca s t  V o lu me  9,  I s s u e  8  

 
Dear Benjamin Families, 
 
As of late, we have been 
working on increasing 
some of our cardiovascular 
fitness and on completing 
some core exercises.  In 
addition, we have played 
some games that included 
striking with hands, as well 
as throwing and catch-
ing.  We have been practic-
ing push-ups and curl-ups 
with all the grade levels. 
The 5th grade students 
have completed their curl-
up testing. Each year in the 
spring, we send our 5th 
grade fitness scores to the  
district office to see how 

our fitness levels in Cardio-
vascular Endurance, Mus-
cular Strength, and Flexibil-
ity compare to the state and 
national levels.  We believe 
strongly that daily Physical 
Education is an important 
factor in the life of our stu-
dents. Studies have 
shown that physically ac-
tive people perform better 
academically, as well as 
socially with their peers. 
We are continuing our 
testing and practicing on 
the said goals now that we 
are back from spring 
break. 
We hope all our families 
had a happy and healthy 
spring break. We thank you 

PE Shorts 

 

Retirements 

Did you know that we have 

several staff members retir-

ing at the end of the year?  

We will be sharing more 

about them in our May 

newsletter, but we wanted 

you to be aware now.  At the 

end of this year, we will be 

saying goodbye to the fol-

lowing retirees: 

Dawn Goldman - 5th Grade 

Margie Junis - Kitchen 

Manager 

Chris Kriter - Administra-

tive Assistant 

Peg Lovin - Kindergarten 

Jo Myers - PE 

 

Congratulations to our Young Author District Representative!  Ishaan Jha had 

his book, Hats of Peril, selected as one of 15 district representatives selected for 

the state level competition.  We are very proud of him!   

Thank you to all of our students who wrote books for the Young Authors Com-

petition.  We appreciate your efforts, and we encourage you to keep writing! 

Currently, our 4 school Young Authors representatives’ books are on display at 

the Normal Public Library.  Stop by to see them. 

Young Authors Winners 



Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will have all 

students arriving one hour later than regular school start times.  Elementary 

schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.  Transportation pick up times will 

run one hour later on these days than on regular days. 

 

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 90 

minutes of job embedded professional development and collaboration, which 

will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning opportunity for stu-

dents, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research supports ongoing, sus-

tained, results oriented collaboration. 

This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in content 

area practices and assessments, develop student achievement goals driven by 

data, collaborate in the development of instructional strategies, develop com-

mon course assessments, analyze assessment data to guide instruction, col-

laborate on differentiating instruction for students, and enhance classroom 

technology integration through training. 

Upcoming Late Starts: April 10th & May 8th 

 
Benjamin Elementary School 
6006 Ireland Grove Rd. 
Bloomington, IL 61705 
 

http://www.unit5.org/

Domain/9 

Apr. 1st  School Resumes 

Apr. 3rd  2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

   2:30-3:15pm ~ Student Council/4:00-5:00pm ~ Chess Party 

Apr. 8th  6:30pm ~ PTO Meeting in the IMC 

Apr. 10th  8:45am ~ Late Start/2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

Apr. 11th  Spring Pictures ~ Information Coming Soon 

Apr. 15th  5:15-8:00pm ~ 4th Grade Instrument Exploration at NCHS 

Apr. 17th  2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

   5:15-8:00pm ~ 4th Grade Instrument Exploration at NCHS 

Apr. 18th  No School ~ School Improvement Day 

Apr. 19th  No School ~ Board Holiday 

Apr. 23rd  6:00-7:00 pm ~ EJHS Open House for Current 5th Graders & 

   Their Parents 

Apr. 24th  2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus 

Apr. 25th  9:15-1:15 ~ 1D & 1S to Discovery Museum 

Apr. 29th  9:15-10:35am ~ 5th Grade Visit to EJHS 

Apr. 30th  9:15-1:15 ~ 1A & 1G to Discovery Museum 

   5:00pm ~ Kindergarten Music Concert at NCHS 

   6:00pm ~ 1st Grade Music Concert at NCHS 

   7:00pm ~ Chorus Concert at NCHS 

Benjamin Calendar 

Phone: 309-557-4410 
Fax: 309-557-4511 

Benjamin Mission Statement 
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and 
empower all students to be proactive leaders. 

McLean County Unit 
District 5 

Late starts during the 2018-2019 school year 

 
PTO Facebook Page 

& Amazon Smile 

Did you know that 

the Benjamin PTO 

has a Facebook page?  

There is a lot of great 

and helpful infor-

mation available on 

it. Be sure to check it 

out!  The PTO also 

has an Amazon Smile 

account.  When you 

purchase items on 

Amazon, and mark 

Benjamin PTO, a do-

nation comes back to 

the Benjamin PTO!  



PTO Updates 
Please join us for our April PTO Meeting on Monday, April 8th at 6:30 pm in the IMC at Ben-
jamin.   We discuss a variety of topics related to our school.  We are looking for parents to fill 
several of our PTO roles, as some of these current roles are filled by 5th grade parents who 
will no longer have students at the elementary level.  Look for more information coming soon!  This is a 
great way to be involved in your child’s education and to help our school.  Thank you! 

February GROWL Winners 

Congratulations to the fol-

lowing students who were 

our February GROWL win-

ners:   

Quentin Becker (5DG), Ash-

lyn Welborn (5W), Krishi 

Kandury (5L), Dayn O’Shea 

(5L), Stella Gregory (KF), 

Reghan Hepner (KF), 

Nehith Andru (KH), Kelsey 

Daniels (KH), Quentin Call 

(KK), Josie Feit (KK), Bray-

son Heggie (KL), Sydney 

Hodel (KL), Utkarssh Singh 

(1A), Aubrey Thomas (1A), 

Shivani Anand (1D), Dhiya 

Mahendra (1D), Payton Mil-

ler (1G), Eli Morris (1G), 

Lachlan Duffield (1S), Ha-

rini Manikandan (1S), Dom-

inic Becker (2Fi), Sophia 

Yessaian (2Fi), Emma 

Heineman (2Fo), Shourya 

Jain (2Fo), Ben Bartlett 

(2K), Sharvesh Sathishku-

mar (2K), Jaylen Cannon 

(2V), Aahi Tripathi (2V), 

Kaya Patel (3A), Ty Webb 

(3A), Sean Cummings (3C), 

Srija Tummala (3C), Saanvi 

Komuravelli (3G), Luke 

Oyler (3G), Kaitlin Mullins 

(3H), Sathvik Sairam (3H), 

Ryan Tamm (4G), Megan 

White (4G), Cora Keitzman 

(4M), Caleb Rademacher 

(4M), Norah Parker (4S), 

Sarah Talbott (4S), Brady 

Eardley (5AG), Aubrey 

Kalitzky (5AG), Darsh Nair 

(5DG), Alana Whitfield 

(5DG), Houda Bouzouma 

(5L), Michael Mavec (5L), 

Parker Steigerwald (5W), 

and Ethan Veal (5W). 

These students celebrated 

with a pizza party with Mrs. 

Bennington on March 14, 

2019.   

How does a Benjamin Bear 

receive a GROWL?  

GROWLS are earned by go-

ing above and beyond our 

expectations in the areas of 

respect, responsibility, or 

safety.  These are important 

behaviors that will allow 

them to become successful 

adults.   

Each month, two students 

from each class will be 

drawn from all of the 

GROWL winners from that 

month.  These students will 

be rewarded with a pizza 

luncheon with the principal.  

They also receive a GROWL 

medal, as a special gift.  We 

hope to recognize quality 

character in many of our 

students throughout the 

year.   

Evans Junior High will be having their 6th grade Orientation Night on Tuesday, April 

23rd from 6:00-7:00pm. Information will be presented about the sixth grade curriculum, as well as 

sports/club opportunities and general information regarding Evans.  All of our 5th grade students 

and their parents are invited to attend. 

On Monday, April 29th, our 5th grade students will visit Evans.  They will also meet with the Evans 

guidance counselors that morning to hear a little bit more about next year.  These experiences help 

prepare our 5th graders for starting junior high in August. 

Start watching the Evans website now for more information regarding sports tryout dates, clubs, 

and other learning opportunities. You don’t want to miss out on your child’s favorite activities.   

Attendance: Please be sure that your child is in attendance at school each day that they are not 

ill.  It is important for them to be present for the learning activities that take place each day.  

Many of these activities cannot be recreated or sent home, due to the nature of group and 

partner learning, as well as exploration and sharing that takes place within 

the context of the lessons.   


